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§ 72.01–25 Additional structural re-
quirements.

(a) Vessels required by part 171 of
this chapter to have subdivision bulk-
heads, double bottoms, etc. must com-
ply with the following structural re-
quirements:

(1) Each watertight subdivision bulk-
head, whether transverse or longitu-
dinal, shall be constructed in such a
manner that it shall be capable of sup-
porting, with a proper margin of resist-
ance, the pressure due to the maximum
head of water which it might have to
sustain in the event of damage to the
vessel, but at least the pressure due to
a head of water up to the margin line.
The construction of the bulkheads
shall be to the satisfaction of the Com-
mandant.

(2) Steps and recesses in subdivision
bulkheads shall be watertight and as
strong as the bulkhead at the place
where each occurs. Decks, trunks, tun-
nels, duct keels, ventilators, etc., that
are made watertight to maintain the
subdivision requirements for a vessel
shall be of the same strength as the
bulkhead at the corresponding levels.
The means used for making them wa-
tertight and the arrangements adopted
for closing openings in them shall be to
the satisfaction of the Commandant.
Watertight ventilators and trunks
shall be carried at least up to the bulk-
head deck.

(3) Where frames or beams pass
through a watertight bulkhead or deck,
such bulkhead or deck shall be made
structurally watertight without the
use of wood, cement, or similar mate-
rials.

(4) Subdivision bulkheads, including
steps, recesses, trunks, tunnels, ven-
tilators, etc., which might form part of
such bulkheads, shall be thoroughly ex-
amined and hose tested upon comple-
tion of construction. The water pres-
sure for such tests shall be at least 30
p.s.i. Testing of main compartments by
filling them with water is not compul-
sory.

(5) The forepeak, double bottoms (in-
cluding duct keels), and inner skins
shall be tested with water to-a-head
corresponding to the requirements of
paragraph (a)(1) of this section upon
completion of construction.

(6) The watertight space enclosing
the stern tube shall be tested by filling
with water to-a-head up to the deepest
subdivision load line.

(7) Tanks which are intended to hold
liquids, and which form part of the sub-
division of the vessel, shall be tested
for tightness upon completion of con-
struction with water to-a-head up to
the deepest subdivision load line or to-
a-head corresponding to 2⁄3 of the depth
from the top of the keel to the margin
line in way of the tanks, whichever is
greater; but in no case shall the test-
head be less than 3 feet above the top
of the tank.

(8) The tests referred to in the pre-
ceding paragraphs (a) (5), (6), and (7) of
this section are for the purpose of in-
suring that the subdivision structural
arrangements are watertight and are
not regarded as a test of the fitness of
any compartment for the storage of oil,
fuel or for other specific purposes for
which a test of a superior character
may be required depending upon the
height to which the liquid has access in
the tank or its connections.

(b) [Reserved]

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16903, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 79–023, 48 FR 51007, Nov. 4,
1983]

§ 72.01–90 Vessels contracted for prior
to November 19, 1952.

(a) Existing structure previously ap-
proved will be considered satisfactory
so long as it is maintained in good con-
dition to the satisfaction of the Officer
in Charge, Marine Inspection. Minor re-
pairs and alterations may be made to
the same standard as the original con-
struction.

(b) [Reserved]

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16903, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGFR 66–33, 31 FR 15281, Dec. 6,
1966]

Subpart 72.03—General Fire
Protection

§ 72.03–1 Application.

(a) The provisions of this subpart
shall apply to all vessels.

(b) [Reserved]
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